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Gauguin still further with his provocative comment;^.hopes
and whinings* He trusted, he said, that Gauguin enj^e'd
permanent good health and that he had by this time long been
without financial worries. His own life, he moaned, was
miserable and so denuded of friendship on the part of his
friends. Gauguin could only wish that the State would present
him with the Legion of Honour, for it would cost so little and
give Schuifenecker such "jcye"
The other letter came from Charles Morice to announce at
last the publication, in serial form, of Noa-Noat a book of
descriptions and impressions of Tahiti which he had written
at odd times during his first visit to the island and in which he
had asked Morice to collaborate by interposing poems. It was
appearing in the Rewe Elands. He had revised it when he had
lived in the rue Vercingetorix, and when he had left France
again he had given the work of finding a publisher to Charles
Morice* When Morice wrote he made no mention, however, of
what payment was being made and of how much he had
received* Gauguin consequently charged de Monfreid with the
awkward and not altogether proper task of asking the editor
of the magazine to pay all proceeds to Gauguin alone, and
nothing to Morice, until an agreement between Morice and him-
self had been drawn up. The following month he received a copy
of the magazine with the first instalment, "but naturally no
cash. .. ." He knew that articles were paid for at the latest on
publication, so that someone was holding back his share,
Looking to the future he requested that, if the book later
appeared as a volume, Mette at least should not be sent the
money that it earned.
He wrote to Morice more firmly, possibly, than tactfully,
He felt however that he did not owe him his thanks for keeping
back money that was not his to keep. Morice was upset when he
received the letter, having for some reason expected Gauguin to
be merely charitable, once again, in his conclusions. Later, how-
ever, Gauguin sent him one of his canvases to show "how far
he placed himself above all those who do not behave correctly/'